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Bad enough that the spies sent by the Jews to investigate the Land of Canaan came back 
with a malicious report. Sad that the people foolishly believed them and started mourning 
and moaning. Even worse that G-d punished the nation with forty years of roaming around 
the desert. The true tragedy, however, may be that the whole sorry saga might have been 
averted with just one counselling session by a good psychologist... 

Modern-day guru of every stripe concur that the basic flaw preventing us from reaching 
our true potential, crossing new vistas, surmounting life's hurdles, accessing new 
paradigms, utilizing opportunity, etc., etc., is an insufficient sense of self-belief. 
Effectiveness in life, we are informed, is predicated on believing in oneself, and then 
actually getting off one's derriere and getting out there and doing it. 

And that's where the spies fell down on the job: a lack of confidence. 

"We are unable to go up against the people, for they are stronger than us… We appeared 
like grasshoppers in our eyes, and that's how we were in their eyes." (Numbers 13:31-33)  

True self-belief is self-referential.  Almost every Biblical analyst comments that the spies' 
lack of self-confidence is readily apparent. Obviously their own low self-esteem led the 
Canaanites to have equally poor estimation of the Jews' ability. When we act strong, with 
an expectation of success, others tend to be awed by our aura, and victory is inevitable. 
Conversely, when we walk small, conscious of our (perceived or real) immaturity and 
incompetence, then other's opinions automatically accord with our expectations.  

Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Kotzk, the "Kotzker Rebbe," extends this logic beyond that of 
the salesmen. The experts advise us that exhibiting confidence in ourselves will eventually 
impress others. From this perspective, self-esteem is a gimmick, no more than a method of 
persuasion. As George Burns put it, "Acting is all about sincerity, and if you can fake that, 
you've got it made." Though ostensibly working to improve my own self-image, my 
underlying focus is the eventual effect I'll have on others.  

The Kotzker reckons that this approach is equally flawed. My job is to do the right thing, 
irrespective of anyone else. We're on a mission from G-d, and can't afford the time or 
trouble to even worry what the spectators will do or say.  From this take on the story, the 
sin of the spies didn't begin when they chickened out and refused to scale the heights, but 
started long before when they allowed themselves to be distracted from their mission by 
wondering what the natives were thinking about them. 

True self-belief is self-referential. An absolute certainty that I'm doing the right thing and I 
will continue fighting till the job is done. It might take courage to head off on a journey of 
conquest without even a small look back over your shoulder, but that is the only way to 
guarantee that you'll arrive safely in the Promised Land. 
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Mazal Tov to Amnon Schwarz who started in a new position at the famous 
“Weta” company in Wellington. 

We wish Amnon lots of nachas and hatzlacha in his new job and are certain that 
he will dazzle them with his brilliance soon enough! 

 
Mazal Tov to Meital Na-or on her brother’s upcoming wedding, as well as her birthday 

during this past week!  We also wish Meital “Nesia Tova” for her trip to Israel. 

 
 
 

Deliõliscious 

News... 
www.greysavedeli.co.nz 

 

return as well as matzah 
meal. 
 
Ron, Ben, Celia and Chandu 
  

Your kosher kiwi says: 
Use the new Kosher kiwi guide 
– you can find it online and in 
the Deli. 
Kosherkiwidirectory.co.nz 
 
 
 

Thank you to those who 
have given us feedback on 
the Challah. We will be 
trialling the new baker for 
one more week before we 
make any decision, but we 
assure you we will make the 
decision that we think is 
best for the community and 
obviously the more 
feedback we can get the 

better informed our 
decision will be.  
If you haven’t already then 
we highly recommend you 
come in and try our daily 
soups! They are simply 
delicious!!  
This week at the deli have 
some new products coming 
in on Friday! Beautiful 
Halva, Bamba is making a 

Mazal Tov  
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http://www.kosherkiwidirectory.co.nz/
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Please note: the monthly Rosh Chodesh Group meeting for the ladies will not take place 
this month (scheduled for 10th June) as Meital will be abroad.  The next meeting will take 
place on the 8th July 2010. 

  

COMMUNITY SENIORS 
Something on your mind? 

Call Stephanie Markson, the Outreach Worker for a chat or a free home visit 
Tel 524 5255

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosh Chodesh 

Club 

Cancelled 
 

 The traditional picture at the end of our successful Shabbaton with Bnei 
Akiva Madrichim 
Anthony Beinart-Smollan,  Yishei & Lavi Na-or,  Netanel Posner, Nehorai Na-or, Michael 
Joffe, Moshe, Meital & Avigail Na-or,  Dani Elitzur, Sam Bookman, Lawrence Nathan, 
Matt Abel and David Neifeld . 

 
 

Message from 

the Na-orõs: 
 

Y.M.C.A. Parking Notice.... 
 
As of 1st June 2010, the YMCA parking across the road is making parking changes 
to have pay and display parking.  Please note that the yellow bays are for 
permanent parking only, but any other available parking bays could be utilized 
on condition that you use the pay and display.   
Please note:  Any vehicles not displaying the tickets will be towed. 
 

 

Temporary 

Rabbi Fund 
 

 Please note that the deadline of the return slips for the funding for a 
Temporary Rabbi is tomorrow (Friday 4 June).   
Thank you to those members who have responded to our request – a reminder for 
those who haven’t yet replied, please note that Friday is the deadline for your pledges.  
Once we have all the pledges in, we will be able to make a final decision. 
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Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

4           22 Sivan 
 
 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat: 
Stiebel 
6.00pm 
 
Greys Ave 
6.00pm 

 
 

 
 

     4:55pm 

5           23 Sivan  
Shacharit 
9.15am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

5:54pm 

6           24 Sivan 
Minyan 9am 
 
 

 

7           25 Sivan 
Minyan 9am 
 
 
Public Holiday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jewish 
Philosophy Class 

@ 8pm  
Na-or residence 

8          26 Sivan 

 
 

 

 

9           27 Sivan 

 

10         28 Sivan 
Minyan 7am 
 
 
J-Tech @  
Newmarket 
Bayit 
4:30 to 6:00pm 
 (Ages: 14 – 17 
 

 
7:30pm Kadimah 
Book night  
 
 

11         29 Sivan 
 
 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat: 
Stiebel 
6.00pm 
 
Greys Ave 
6.00pm 

 
 
 

 
 

    4:54pm 

12         30 Sivan  
Shacharit 
9.15am 
 
Rosh Chodesh 
Tammuz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

5:54pm 

13     1 Tammuz 
Minyan 9am 
 
 
Rosh Chodesh 
Tammuz 
 

 

14     2 Tammuz 
Minyan 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

15    3 Tammuz 

 
 

 

 

16     4 Tammuz 

 

17     5 Tammuz 
Minyan 7am 
 
 
 
J-Tech @ RFL 
4:30 to 6:00pm 
 (Ages: 14 – 17 
 

 
 
 

This Coming Week and the Nexté 

 

Yahrzeits: 
 
 

We wish you a long life... 
 
 

Shabbat Shalom!  

 

 

 

Rebecca Murray remembers her granddaughter Masuria Aminuddin 
Charlene Beinart remembers her mother Gwen Beinart 

David Hoadley remembers his mother May Hoadley 
Sonia Meltzer remembers her sister Helen Stone 
Dennis Nathan remembers his wife May Nathan 

Jeremy and Nicholas Nathan remember their mother May Nathan 
Jeanette Clark remembers her husband Louis Clark 

Fiona Ross remembers her father Louis Clark 
Simon Elkinson remembers his father Joseph Elkinson 

Sybill Cornell remembers her brother David Papier 
Diane Levy remembers her father Emanuel Hift 

Neil Rosin remember his father Ronald Rosin 
Sandra Clancey remembers her father Samuel Sharpe 

 

Bereavement Notice: 
Sidney Pincus, grandfather of Dinky Hofman, great-
grandfather of Gayle, Steven and Gary, passed away on 
Friday, 28 May 2010. 
We wish long life to the Hofman family. 


