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Matot, Masei 

 

 

A fellow was boasting about what a good citizen he was and what a refined, disciplined 
lifestyle he led. "I don't smoke, I don't drink, I don't gamble, I don't cheat on my wife, I am 
early to bed and early to rise, and I work hard all day and attend religious services faithfully." 
Very impressive, right? Then he added, "I've been like this for the last five years, but just you 
wait until they let me out of this place!" 

 

Although prisons were not really part of the Jewish judicial system, there were occasions 
when individuals would have their freedom of movement curtailed. One such example was 
the City of Refuge. If a person was guilty of manslaughter (i.e., unintentional murder) the 
perpetrator would flee to one of the specially designated Cities of Refuge throughout Biblical 
Israel where he was given safe haven from the wrath of a would-be avenging relative of the 
victim. 
 

The Torah tells us that his term of exile would end with the death of the Kohen Gadol, the 
High Priest. The Talmud tells of an interesting practice that developed. The mother of the 
Kohen Gadol at the time would make a point of bringing gifts of food to those exiled so that 
they should not pray for the early demise of her son, to which their own freedom was linked. 
 

Now this is very strange. Here is a man who, though not a murderer, is not entirely innocent 
of any negligence either. The rabbis teach that G-d does not allow misfortune to befall the 
righteous. If this person caused a loss of life, we can safely assume that he is less than 
righteous. Opposite him stands the High Priest of Israel, noble, aristocratic and, arguably, the 
holiest Jew alive. Of the entire nation, he alone had the awesome responsibility and privilege 
of entering the inner sanctum of the Holy Temple, the "Holy of Holies," on the holy day of 
Yom Kippur. Do we really have reason to fear that the prayers of this morally tainted 
prisoner will have such a negative effect on the revered and exalted High Priest, to the 
extent that the Kohen Gadol may die? And his poor mother has to go and shlep food parcels 
to distant cities to soften up the prisoner so he should go easy in his prayers so that her holy 
son may live? Does this make sense? 

 

But such is the power of prayer--the prayer of any individual, noble or ordinary, righteous or 
even sinful.  
 

Of course, there are no guarantees. Otherwise, I suppose, Shuls around the world would be 
overflowing daily. But we do believe fervently in the power of prayer. And though, ideally, 
we pray in Hebrew and with a congregation, the most important ingredient for our prayers 
to be successful is sincerity. "G-d wants the heart," we are taught.  
The language and the setting are secondary to the genuineness of our prayers. Nothing can 
be more genuine than a tear shed in prayer. 
 

By all means, learn the language of our Siddur, the prayer book. Improve your Hebrew 
reading so you can follow the services and daven with fluency. But remember, most 
important of all is our sincerity.  
May all our prayers be answered. 
 

 

http://www.chabad.org/search/keyword.asp?kid=1351
mailto:office@ahc.org.nz
http://www.facebook.com/reqs.php#!/group.php?gid=111635055539374
http://bible.ort.org/books/torahd5.asp?action=displaypage&book=1&chapter=28&verse=10&portion=7
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Kiddush Kehilla 
 

Office Hours Notice: 
 

From Monday we will return 
to the usual office hours. 

 
 

Due to the Reception Area 
getting a fresh coat of paint,   
the office will close at noon on 

Thursday (today) and Friday 
(tomorrow). 
 

Martyn, Nadia & Sofia Levy are celebrating the safe arrival of Reuben (as well as his Brit 
Milah) with a special Kiddush this Shabbat at Greys Ave.  The Levy family warmly invite all 
Community Members to join them for this celebration in the AA hall after the Service. 

 

and voting status is not 
affected.  
All enquiries to our Treasurer, 
Steve Schwarz, will be treated 
in strictest confidence.  

Steve can be contacted Via 
the AHC Office 

 

A big thank you to those 
members who have paid their 
Shul fees or have made 
contact to arrange a 
repayment option.   
We are glad to see many 
members are taking 
advantage of our flexible 
payment options and paying 

by instalments, spreading 
their fee payments 
throughout the year.   
A reminder, please make 
contact with us as soon as 
possible so we can put a 
payment arrangement in 
place before the AGM to 
ensure your financial member 

Shul Fees: 
 

Refuah Shleima to Dave Horwitz who had spinal surgery last Tuesday and is now at 
home recuperating. 
Refuah Shleima also to Pauline Chaimowitz who was hospitalized again earlier this 
week. 
 
 

 
We invite all our members and friends to join us for the… 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of 

HADASSAH INTERNATIONAL NEW ZEALAND INC 
 

Date: Sunday August 1 
Time: 4.30pm (until approximately 6pm) 

Venue: Albert House, Shalom Court, 169a St Johns Road, Meadowbank 

Refuah Shleima 

 

Meital is back and has a special evening planned for the Rosh Chodesh Av Meeting! 
 

The meeting will take place tonight (8 July) from 8:00pm at the Na-or residence. 
¢ƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƛǎ ά.ŜǘǿŜŜƴ .Ŝŀǳǘȅ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴέ 

A Challah Baking session is also included...  

 
For further details, please contact Meital  

 

Ladies Rosh Chodesh  

Club 
 

Reminder:  The AHC Cheder meeting will take place tonight, 8th July, 7.30pm at Greys Ave to 
discuss how the Cheder will work and to understand who is likely to attend.  

 

Cheder Meeting 
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Dani Elitzur, Lawrence Nathan, Amelia Cohen-Smith, Hannah Cohen-Smith, 

Netanel Posner and Matt Abel showing their support... 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Deli’liscious 

News... 
www.greysavedeli.co.nz 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
See you in the Deli soon. 

Your Deli Team 
Ben, Celia, Alan and Chandu. 

 

Your kosher kiwi says: Use 
the new Kosher kiwi guide ς you 
can find it online and in the Deli. 

Kosherkiwidirectory.co.nz 

 
 
 

 This week in the Deli we 
have our range of 
homemade hummus, Tahini 
and Babaganush - all at        
$ 6.50 
We also have Pareve 
chocolate dairy free ice 
cream in stock. 
 
Also on the menu this week 

is our new breakfast menu 
with delicious items such as 
hot latkes with toppings, 
porridge with poached fruit 
and vegetarian big 
breakfast... All new menu 
here now. 
Alan is making kugels for 
Fridays, great to pick up 
with your challot this week. 

Gilad Shalit 

Event 

 

A reminder to 
diarize the άDƛƭŀŘ 
{Ƙŀƭƛǘ ƛǎ {ǘƛƭƭ !ƭƛǾŜέ 
community event. 
This event will take 
place at Greys Ave, 
22 July from 7pm 
onwards.  
   

BA News: 
 

High Holy Days 

Preparations 

 

As the High Holy 
Days are rapidly 
approaching, we 
are requesting 
volunteers to 
contact us if you 
could assist with 
tasks like polishing 
the silver, preparing 
labels for seats etc. 

If you are able to 
offer us a couple of 

hours, please 
contact 

office@ahc.org.nz 
 

 
Best wishes to 
Bnei Akiva 
Chanichim and 
Mads for a 
successful 
άMachaneέ 
winter camp... 

 

http://www.greysavedeli.co.nz/
http://www.kosherkiwidirectory.co.nz/
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Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

9   27 Tammuz 
 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat: 
Shtiebel 
6.00pm 
Greys Ave 
6.00pm 

 
 
 

 
 

 
     5:01pm 

10  28 Tammuz 
Shacharit 
9.15am 
 
 
Levy Kiddush 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

6:02pm 

11  29 Tammuz  
 

BA Camp 

12            1 Av  
 
BA Camp 

 

 
Rosh Chodesh 
Av 
 
 

 

13              2 Av  
 

BA Camp 

14               3 Av 
 
BA Camp 

15               4 Av  
 
BA Camp 

 

16             5 Av 
 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat: 
Shtiebel 
6.00pm 
Greys Ave 
6.00pm 

 
 
 

 
 

 
     5:06pm 

17               6 Av 
Shacharit 
9.15am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

6:06pm 

18              7 Av  
 

 

19           8 Av  
 
 
 
KC Term 3 
starts 
 
 
 
 
¢ƛǎƘŀ .Ω!Ǿ 
Fast Begins 
5:25pm 
 

 

20              9 Av  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
¢ƛǎƘŀ .Ω!Ǿ 
Fast Ends 
5:55pm 
 

21             10 Av 
 
 

22             11 Av  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
άGilad Shalit is 
Still Aliveέ 
Community 
event. 
Greys Ave @ 

7pm 

This Coming Week and the Next… 

 

Yahrzeits: 
 
 

We wish you a long life... 
 
 

Shabbat Shalom!  

 

 

 

Aaron Benjamin remembers his sister Rachel Brown 
Libby Cohen-Imrie remembers her mother Freda Cohen 
Jane Norton remembers her grandmother Freda Cohen 

Gerrard Friedlander remembers his mother Isabella Friedlander 
Jill Kay remembers her mother Clara Kay 

Sonya Meltzer remembers her mother Kate Kushner 
Margeret & Jennifer Leiman remember their mother Leonore Leiman 

Arnold Leiman remembers his wife Leonore Leiman 
David & Ian Ross remember their mother Ella Ross 

Gary & Anthony Blackman remember their father Benjamin Blackman 
Elias Blechman remembers his father Fred Blechman 

David Ross remembers his uncle David Burns 
Clarice Lazarus remembers her husband Jack Lazarus 

Boeti Lazarus remembers his father Jack Lazarus 
Sue Meltzer remembers her son Avi Meltzer 

Eliav, Katie and Asher Meltzer remember their brother Avi Meltzer 
Darrell Stone remembers his father Lyon Stone 
Miriam Arieli remembers her father Shmuel Vida 
Kitty Beder remembers her father Victor Ziegler 

 


